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1904 were under twenty years of age, and nearly 60 per cent, were of 
ages under 15. In view of this fact the rates must be regarded as 
excessive. 

In concluding this review, it may not be amiss to refer the reader 
to a critical analysis of the defects, limitations, and restrictions in 
the law under which the investigations of the dependent, defective, 
and delinquent classes were made. These criticisms were made by Mr. 
Koren in a brief paper contributed to these publications, Vol. VII., 
No. 54, and they furnish the reasons why it is that the census 
publications under review do not contain full and sufficient answers 
to many important questions, such as What is the extent of pauper- 
ism in the United States or in any part thereof? Is insanity on the 
increase in this country? and How prevalent is feeble-mindedness 
in our population? It is to be hoped that the law will be amended 
in many important particulars before the next enumeration of the 
"Special Classes" is made. 

F. S. Crum. 



MORTALITY STATISTICS. 

Annual Report upon the Health of Blackburn, England, {or the Year 
1906. By Alfred Greenwood, M.D., D.P.H. 

The annual reports of the Medical Officer of Health of Blackburn, 
England, have been of special value since 1890, when Dr. Barwise, 
then Medical Officer of Health, began the careful compilation of the 
mortality statistics of the cotton operatives. The work begun by Dr. 
Barwise has been continued by his two successors in office, Dr. James 
Wheatley from 1891 to 1901 and Dr. Alfred Greenwood from 1902 
to the present time. Returns of 4,844 deaths of cotton operatives 
in Blackburn aged 15 and over are now available for analysis. 
These deaths occurred during the eighteen-year period 1889-1906, 
and distinction is made of age and four principal groups of occupations; 
namely, Weavers, Spinners, Warpers, Winders, etc., and Card-room 
Hands. Distinction of sex is made only in the statistics of weavers. 
Principal causes of death by specific occupation are noted in the 
detail tables at the end of the report, but emphasis has been placed 
upon consumption and respiratory diseases, as these are the causes 
of death to which cotton operatives are especially liable. 

The annual report for 1906 contains a fifteen-year (1891-1905) 
summary of the mortality returns, arranged in three five-year periods. 
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The more important results of this summary are shown in the follow- 
ing condensed tables : — 



Average Death-hates * among Weavers, 1891-1905. 





Consumption. 


Respiratory Diseases. 


Ages. 


1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


15 to 24 . . 
25 " 34 . . 
35 " 44 . . 
45 " 54 . . 
55 " 64 . . 


1.0 
2.1 
2.1 
1.1 

2.7 


1.1 
1.5 
2.3 
2.4 
2.9 


0.9 
1.1 
1.7 
1.5 

1.8 


0.7 
1.1 
3.0 
5.9 
16.5 


0.4 
0.6 
1.8 
4.0 
14.3 


0.2 
0.4 
0.7 
3.9 
10.7 



Average Death-rates of Male and Female Weavers, 1891-1905. 





All Causes of Death. 




Males. 


Females. 


Ages. 


1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


15 to 24 . . 


6.1 


4.6 


2.9 


3.4 


3.3 


2.5 


25 " 34 . . 


7.3 


6.2 


4.2 


6.0 


4.3 


3.8 


35 " 44 . . 


14.0 


12.1 


7.4 


10.7 


8.1 


6.5 


45 " 54 . . 


19.1 


23.7 


16.1 


9.1 


7.1 


11.2 


55 " 64 . . 


69.1 


43.7 


39.6 


26.8 


29.4 


24.6 



Average Death-rates * among Spinners, Winders, and Warpers, 1891-1905. 





Ages. 


All Causes of Death. 




Spinners. 


Winders and Warpers. 




1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


15 


to 24 . . 


7.5 


3.7 


2.7 


4.8 


5.4 


2.6 


25 


" 34 . . 


7.7 


7.2 


7.7 


8.6 


6:1 


4.7 


35 


" 44 . . 


13.2 


10.2 


6.9 


12.5 


10.8 


5.9 


45 


" 54 . . 


34.2 


23.3 


22.3 


25.8 


21.6 


10.7 


55 


" 64 . . 


48.2 


23.4 


42.4 


42.5 


35.6 


20.8 



* Rates per 1,000 employees of the specified ages. 
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Average Death-rate* among Card-room Hands, 1891-1905. 



Ages. 


Card-room Hands. 


1891-95. 


1896-1900. 


1901-05. 


15 to 24 


4.2 

7.9 

12.5 

21.7 

34.5 


3.1 

4.0 

7.9 

16.3 

23.9 


2.8 


25 " 34 


2.3 


35 "44 


5.8 


45 " 54 


16.2 


55 " 64 


15.8 







The rates given in the above tables are as calculated by the Medical 
Officer of Health. For the period 1891-1895 the trade census of 
1891 was taken as the basis for the number of employees ; for 1896- 
1900 the mean populations of the trade censuses of 1891 and 1901 
were taken; and for 1901-1905 the trade census of 1901 was used 
as the basis for calculating the death-rates. As the Medical Officer 
points out, a quinquennial census is highly desirable in occupational 
inquiries of this kind, but he adds "it has been recommended so often 
by leading Medical Officers of Health throughout the country that 
one despairs of this important measure ever becoming law." 

Comment upon the death-rates as presented in the summary 
tables is hardly necessary except to state that they seem to indicate 
quite positively "that the conditions under which operatives work 
in Blackburn have improved enormously, and that the death-rates 
among them improve continually." 

For a more extended review and criticism of these reports see 
"The Health and Mortality of the Cotton Mill Operatives of Black- 
burn, England," Medical Record, Aug. 11, 1906. 

F. S. C. 



POPULATION STATISTICS. 

Compendium of Censuses, State of New Jersey, 1726-1905, together 
with Tabulated Returns of 1905. Trenton, N.J., 1906. 

In a brief compass this volume contains the aggregate population 
of the various municipalities of New Jersey as returned by the differ- 
ent censuses, State and national. The municipalities are arranged 
in alphabetical order by county divisions, and, as the counties are 
also in alphabetical order, the compendium is a very convenient 

* Rates per 1,000 employees of the specified ages. 



